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ABOUT THE JOURNAL AND ARPAS

The journal Applied Animal Science (AAS) is the official 
publication of the American Registry of Professional Ani-
mal Scientists (ARPAS). Authors need not be members 
of ARPAS. The peer-reviewed scientific journal publishes 
manuscripts on scientific discoveries and applications for 
the animal sciences and production systems. The primary 
focus is on innovations and technologies that have fairly 
immediate (or emerging) application in domestic animal 
agriculture. More fundamental (basic) articles are also 
welcome if the application to the animal sciences is read-
ily obvious and can be communicated to readers. Types 
of articles published include original research, reviews, 
invited reviews, short communications, technical notes, 
and articles from symposia and conferences.

The journal invites organizers of symposia and con-
ferences to contact the editor in chief about submitting 
manuscripts resulting from presentations for publication 
in AAS. These manuscripts undergo the standard peer 
review. The meeting organizer or a designee may serve 
as guest editor working with the editor in chief to manage 
the review process and publication. The articles may be 
any of the types mentioned above and may be published 
as part of a regular AAS issue or as a set in a completely 
separate issue of AAS.

The main purpose of ARPAS is to provide certification of 
professional status for qualified members of the registry, 
to strengthen the animal sciences among the professions, 
and to promote the animal sciences and the profession of 
animal scientists. Continual education is required of all 
certified professionals to keep abreast of rapidly changing 
technology in their fields. The journal of AAS provides 
highly relevant information for these registry profession-
als. It also serves a global need as an important source to 
communicate and exchange refereed science and applica-
tions among animal agriculture professionals, livestock 
producers, and animal scientists.

Audience

The journal is a resource for research scientists, pro-
fessional consultants, advisors, practitioners, extension 
educators, teachers, and students of the registry as well 
as all other individuals engaged in the animal sciences 
and production systems that serve mankind, and benefit 
domestic animals and the environment. 

Contact Information for Journal Staff

For information about the scientific content of the jour-
nal, contact the editor in chief, David K. Beede (beede@
msu.edu or cowtrout@gmail.com). For assistance with 
the peer-review site or copyright forms, contact Shauna 
Miller (shaunam@assochq.org), editorial assistant, AR-
PAS Headquarters Office, 1800 S. Oak St., Suite 100, 
Champaign, IL 61820.

For questions about manuscript preparation, journal 
style and form, and proofs, contact Christine Horger, lead 
technical editor, at christineh@assochq.org or journals@
assochq.org.

For assistance with page charge forms, contact Brit-
tany Morstatter at brittanym@assochq.org. 

For other information, contact Susan Pollock, manag-
ing editor, ARPAS Headquarters Office; phone 217-356-
7641; susanp@assochq.org or journals@assochq.org.

Types of Articles, Science and Applications

Types of Peer-Reviewed Articles
• Original research 
• Reviews and invited reviews
• Short communications
• Technical notes
Other Types of Articles Published
• Letters to the Editor
• Commentaries
• ARPAS mission, education, and business
Science and Applications
Articles in these scientific areas and applications in an-

imal science and production are published in the journal 
as they apply for beef cattle, dairy cattle, horses, poultry, 
companion animals, swine and other species that benefit 
mankind with meat and milk, work (e.g., draught), recre-
ation, ecosystem services, fuel, and material byproducts 
(e.g., hides, feathers and feed byproducts). Authors will 
select one of the following topic areas when submitting a 
manuscript for peer review.

• Extension and Teaching
• Food Science
• Forages and Feeds
• Genetics and Breeding
• Health
• Production and Management
• Nutrition
• Physiology
• Sustainability and Integrated Systems
• Welfare and Behavior

SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS

Authors should submit their manuscripts online at 
ScholarOne Manuscripts (http://mc.manuscriptcentral.
com/pas). All authors of a manuscript must have an ac-
count in this system, and all accounts must be associated 
with your submitted manuscript. In addition, authors 
may post abstracts of manuscripts on the web at the time 
of submission. Once an author receives notification of ac-
ceptance, the peer-reviewed pre-typesetting manuscript 
can be posted to the author’s website. For more informa-
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tion on preparing your manuscript for submission, refer 
to Instructions for Authors: Manuscript Preparation.

Plagiarism Screening

All manuscripts will be screened using plagiarism-
detection software at the time of submission. Applied Ani-
mal Science follows the guidelines of the Committee on 
Publication Ethics (COPE; https://publicationethics.org).

Original Materials

Data (including graphs, figures, tables, and illustra-
tions) must not have been published previously elsewhere 
except as abstracts, local or regional field day reports, 
extension letters, or non-peer-reviewed, noncopyrighted 
proceedings of conferences. Material submitted to AAS 
should not be submitted for publication to popular 
magazines, company advertisements, or organizational 
proceedings until the author has received notification of 
acceptance of the manuscript. Before manuscripts are 
submitted, authors should have them critically read and 
edited by others well-versed in the research. The research 
must be from adequately replicated experiment(s) with 
the appropriate experimental unit and with sufficient 
statistical power for sound analysis and interpretation. 
All authors must approve the manuscript before its sub-
mission to the journal.

Editing Services 

Before submission (or resubmission in the case of a re-
vised manuscript), authors who believe their manuscripts 
would benefit from professional editing are encouraged to 
use a language-editing service. Use of such service may 
facilitate peer review of a manuscript but does not guar-
antee the acceptability for publication.

Reproducing Published Material in Your Article

Figures, tables, or other parts of a manuscript that 
have been previously published or are not the property of 
the authors must be properly acknowledged in the manu-
script. The authors must obtain permission to republish 
these items from the person or institution holding the 
copyright, usually the publisher, and provide those per-
missions to the journal office.

Requests to reproduce material published in AAS 
must be made through Elsevier’s Rights Department 
(permissionshelpdesk@elsevier.com), online via the 
Elsevier permissions page (https://www.elsevier.com/
about/our-business/policies/copyright/permissions), or via 
the Copyright Clearance Center (http://www.copyright.
com).

Copyright Agreement

A copyright agreement is collected from each author, 
after an article is accepted for publication. Persons unable 
to sign copyright agreements, such as federal employees, 
must complete and sign the form and provide a statement 
of the reason for exemption on the form. The American 
Registry of Professional Animal Scientists grants to the 

author the right of republication in any book of which 
he or she is the author or editor, subject to giving proper 
credit to the original journal publication of the article.

Articles for Deposit and Author Self-Archiving

Authors may deposit their peer-reviewed (pre-typeset, 
pre-editing) manuscript into a non-commercial insti-
tutional repository 12 months after publication of their 
article in an issue of the journal.

Open Access (CC By-NC-ND)

To publish an article under an Open Access (OA) CC 
BY-NC-ND license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-nc-nd/4.0/), authors should contact the editorial office 
when their article is accepted for publication and indi-
cate OA on their publication charge form (received with 
article proof). For authors who choose to pay the OA fee 
instead of page charges, their article will become freely 
available upon publication in an online issue. This license 
lets others distribute and copy the article and to include 
it in a collective work (such as an anthology), as long as 
they credit the author(s) and provided they do not alter or 
modify the article.

OA Articles for Deposit

Authors publishing OA articles shall bear sole respon-
sibility for meeting the specific posting requirements of 
their funders. Upon payment of the OA fee, authors may 
deposit the accepted (peer-reviewed pre-typeset only) 
manuscript in a repository. The embargo period before 
deposit in a repository is 12 months (or as specified by the 
funder) after publication in a journal issue.

Authorship

Applied Animal Science follows guidelines on author-
ship and contribution from the International Committee 
of Medical Journal Editors (http://www.icmje.org/). As 
such, the journal recommends that authorship be based 
on the following 4 criteria:

1. Substantial contributions to the conception or 
design of the work; or the acquisition, analysis, or 
interpretation of data for the work; AND

2. Drafting the work or revising it critically for impor-
tant intellectual content; AND

3. Final approval of the version to be published; AND
4. Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the 

work in ensuring that questions related to the ac-
curacy or integrity of any part of the work are ap-
propriately investigated and resolved.

To satisfy the requirement for authorship, each contribu-
tor must meet all 4 criteria above. Contributors meeting 
fewer than the 4 criteria listed above should be listed in 
the Acknowledgments section of the article.

Care and Use of Animals

Authors must make it clear that experiments were con-
ducted in a manner that avoided unnecessary discomfort 
to the animals by use of proper management and labora-
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tory techniques. Authors must include in the Materials 
and Methods a declaration that experimentation was 
conducted by policies and procedures approved by the 
institution’s or organization’s animal use and care com-
mittee. Experiments must be conducted in accordance 
with the principles and specific guidelines presented in 
the Guide for the Care and Use of Agricultural Animals 
in Research and Teaching, fourth edition, 2020 (https://
www.adsa.org/Publications/Guide-for-the-Care-and-Use-
of-Animals). Methods of killing experimental animals 
must be described in the text. In describing surgical 
procedures, the type and dosage of the anesthetic agent 
must be specified. The AAS editor in chief may refuse to 
publish manuscripts that are not compatible with these 
guidelines. If rejected solely on that basis, however, the 
manuscript may be resubmitted for reconsideration when 
accompanied by a written verification that a committee 
on animal care in research has approved the experimen-
tal design and procedures involved.

Human Subjects Research

Applied Animal Science requires that research involv-
ing human subjects (e.g., surveys, sensory panels, or other 
participation) complies with all appropriate laws, regula-
tions, and policies governing the use of human subjects in 
research. 

For research involving collection of data from humans, 
please include a statement in the materials and methods 
that human subject review was approved by [Institu-
tional Review Board] and how informed consent or assent 
was obtained. Or if the study was deemed exempt by 
(insert name of institution) Institutional Review Board. 
This study was deemed exempt under federal regulation 
4546.101(b) CFR. Reference: www.hhs.gov/ohrp/human-
subjects/guidance/45cfr46.html.

Declaration of Conflicts of Interest

On the title page, please include a statement regarding 
conflicts of interest. All authors must disclose any finan-
cial and personal relationships with other people or orga-
nizations that could inappropriately influence (bias) their 
work. Examples of potential conflicts of interest include 
employment, consultancies, stock ownership, honoraria, 
paid expert testimony, patent applications/registrations, 
and grants or other funding. If the authors have no con-
flicts of interest then they may state “The authors declare 
no conflicts of interest.”

Statement of Funding Source

Authors should acknowledge all sources of funding for 
the research in an Acknowledgments section, to declare 
who provided financial support for the conduct of the re-
search or preparation of the article, and to briefly describe 

the role of the funder. Please include funder name, city, 
and state or country; competitive and noncompetitive 
grant numbers; and USDA project names and numbers 
(when applicable).

Publication Charges

The journal offers two options for publication of articles: 
Page Charges or Open Access Fee. A Publication Charge 
form will be sent to the corresponding author with their 
proof. By submitting a manuscript, the authors agree to 
bear responsibility for payment of publication charges. 
Invoices for publication charges will be issued at the time 
an issue goes to press (approximately 2 weeks before an 
issue is published online). Payment is due within 30 days 
of receipt of the invoice. The preferred method of payment 
is by credit card, with credit card details submitted on 
the page charge form sent with the author’s proof. Pay-
ment may be made by check, drawn on a US bank. For 
payments by wire transfer, contact Brittany Morstatter 
(brittanym@assochq.org). Articles will be withheld from 
publication for authors (and their co-authors) with past-
due page charge invoice(s) until all prior payment obliga-
tions have been met.

Page Charges

The current charge for publication is $105 per article 
page (or fraction thereof) in the journal, if at least one 
author is a member of ARPAS. If no authors are ARPAS 
members, the publication charge is $135 per journal page. 
Use of color is encouraged and is at no charge to the au-
thors.

Open Access Fee

Under the open access (OA) policy, authors may choose 
to pay the OA fee in lieu of page charges so that their 
article becomes freely available upon publication in an 
online issue. The OA fee is $2,000 if at least one author is 
a member of ARPAS or $2,500 if no authors are ARPAS 
members.

ShareLinks

The corresponding author will, at no cost, receive a 
customized ShareLink providing 50 days free access to 
the final published version of the article on ScienceDirect. 
The ShareLink can be used for sharing the article via 
any communication channel, including email and social 
media. Authors may order reprints of their article at any 
time via Elsevier’s Webshop. Corresponding authors who 
have published their article open access do not receive a 
ShareLink because their final published version of the 
article is available open access on ScienceDirect and can 
be shared through the article DOI link.
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